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Politburo the sole face from BJP leader sprinkles Gangajal in Rajasthan temple 

North: Who is Amra Ram? 
JAIPUR, APRIL7 

ON OTHER days, advocate 
Mahaveer Singh, local politician 
Jayant Kichar, and retired Any 
medical officer Dr Hari Singh 
may not have shared a cot, let 
alone an ideology. But on the af 
ternoon of September 12, 2017. 
ata picket in Sikar's Ramu ka Bas 
village, the three sat next to each 
other under a trTee, surrounded 
by scores of farmers. Like the 
thousands of agitating farmers 
who had brought Sikar to a 
standstill, they seemed indistin 
guishable from the rest. 

Except, Singh was affiliated 
with the PI(M), Kichar with the 
Congress, and Hari with the BJP. 
Beyond the picket, the Bahujan 
Samaj Party, Aam Aadmi Party. 
Janata Dal (Secular), and 

independent MLAS, OO, sP 
ported the agitation. The 
who brought them together was 
Amra Ram, then the national 
president of CPI(M)'s farmer 

CPI(M) Politburo member 
Amra Ram Fle 

ofthe Swaminathan Commission 
report, among other demands. 

Political journey 

wing All india Kisan Sabha(AIKS). 
A former MLA andnow the Sikar 
MP, Ram was inducted into the 
P(M) Politburo, the party's ex 
ecutive authority, on Sunday. He 
is the only representative in the 
Politburo from North India 

ne state. 

Ram, 69, started out in stu 
dent politics, becoming the stu 
dent union president at Sikar's 
Shri Kalyan College in 1978. Six 
yearslater, he was elected as the 
sarpanch of Mundwara Gram 
Panchayat, his birthplace. 
Outside politics, he took an in 
terest in kabaddi, representing 
Rajasthan at the national level 

Back then, as it is now. the 
party had no MLAs in Rajasthan. 
However, the agitation led by 
Amra Ram and former CPI(M) 
MLA Pema Ram was so intense 
that there were barely any signs 
of administration or police in 

Sikar, aspeople aTOss ideologies. 
political parties, and professions 
came together for the 13-day 
protest for a debt waiver, fair 
prices, and the implementation 

Outof the 8 Congress and in 
ependent councillors who sup 
orted BJP to remove former 
nayor Munesh Gurja, the gov-

Over the years, Ram has per 
severed despite several electoral 
losses. His Lok Sabha win from 
Sikar last year came after at least 
six electoral losses from the seat 
since the 1990s. 
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Rajasthan govt forms 24 
administrative panels just 

LFTER A gap of four years, the 
lajasthan government on 
Monday formed 24 administra 

ive commitees in the munici 
al corporation. The decision 
vas made just six months ahead 
f the urban body elections in 

The tenure of these commit 
2es and the municipal corpora 
ions will continue till 
lovember 10. 

6 months before civic polls 

He ha better Iuck in the 
Assembly. losing in 1990 from 

Dhod, butwinningit in 1993, 1998 
and 2003.,and then winning from 
Danta Ramgarh in 2008. 

Howeve, ne ha u e has lost from Danta 
Ramgarh ever since- in 2013. 
2018, and 2023. One of the rea 
Sons for his political relevance is 
that the Shekhawatiregjon, which 
incdudes Sikar, comprises mainly 

mers who aenaedinsev Rarm has led or 
eral amers' agitations over the 

last 40 years, induding those be 
yond Shekhawati 

It was partly because of one 

such farmers' movement, this 
time against a hike in electriity 
tariffs, that the PI(M) managed 
to win three seats in 2008. Over 
the years, thanks to the CPI(M)'S 

agitations, Shekhawati was often 
referred to as the"lal tapu(red is 
landy".Ram's Lok Sabha win came 
as things neatBy fell into placeThe 
Congress,having draWnablankin 

the previous two Lok Sabha polls 
from Rajasthan left three seats for 
its allies: Sikar for the CPI(M). 
Nagaur for Hanuman Beniwal of 
the Rashtiya Loktantrik Party,and 
Banswara for Rajkumar Roat of 
the Bharat Adivasi Party. 

ermment has made 7 chairper 
sons of various committees. 

The new chairpersons in 
clude Manoj Mudgal, Uttam 
Sharma, Jyoti Chauhan, Arvind 
Methi, Mohammad Zakaria, 
Paras Jain and Santosh Kanwar. 

Uttam Sharma, who is now 
the chairman of the Electricity Committee said that the council 

lors are glad that they are given a 
chance to serve the people. 

A counillor, on condition of 
anonymity said, "Elections a 
just six months away and we 
want to oblige the councillors es 
pecially the ones who supported 
us to oust Munesh Gurjar... These committees will have a 
Small shelflife" 

Amid an anti-BJP wave 
among a section of Jats. 
Shekhawati became its epicen 
tre, and Ram, a Jat himself, and 
the Congress reaped the benefits. 
The Congress threw its weight 
behind Ram, with Congress state 
president Govind Singh Dotasra., 
also a Jat from Sikar, campaign 
ing for the P(M) leader. 

are 

Ram's win was especially 
noteworthy, considering the 
margins in aikar in the 2019 Lok 
Sabha polls. His opponent, the 
BIP's Sumedhanand Saraswat. 
received 58% votes while the 
Congress got 35.7%, and Ramn 
polled just over 31,000 votes for 
a mere 2.4%. And in the 2023 
Assembly elections, Ram polled 
close to 21.000 votes or 9.5% in 
Danta Ramgarh. However, last 
year, he received over 6.59 lakh 
votes or 50.68%of the vote share. 

Pitched yet again against the 
saffron-cad Saraswati, an Arya 
Samaj member, Ram told The 
Indian Express then, "Kewal 
Bhagwan sepet nahi bharta. (God 
alone doesn't fill the stomach). 
Everyone believes in Ram, my 
name itselfis Amra Ram." 

Day after Congress leader attended consecration, 

TrrsfrTarfi rayqEt 

HAMZAKHAN 
JAIPUR, APRIL 

frciyur 

A ROW erupted on Monday af ter BJP leader and former MLA Gyandev Ahuja sprinkled 
Gangajal in a termple to "purify it 
following a visit by Rajasthan's 
Leader of Opposition Tikaram 
lully, a Dalit man On the oCca 
sion of Ram Navani on Sunday, 
Jully had gone for the consecra 
tion ceremony of a Ram temple 
in Alwar's Apna Ghar Shalimar. 

Ahuja expressed his "strong 
objection" to Jully's visit, saying 
that Jully is "anti-Hindutva" and 
"anti-Sanatan". During Jully's 
visit, Ahuja said, "He should be 
ashamed. Heshould ut his nose 
and dip it in a bowl of water. I 
wouldn't use the word boycott, 
as it is Lord Shri Ram's 
butlwill go and-his impure feet 
which will land there and hands 

whichwill touch the idols -Iwill 
go there tomorrow and sprinkle 
Gangajal and pray to Lord Shri 

Man arrested for 
thrashing dog 

EXPRESS 

Jaipur:A man was arrested in 
Pratapgarh district of Rajasthan 
for alleged brutal thrashing of a 
dog. police said on Monday. 

The arrest followed a cyber 
cell investigation triggered by a 
complaint from animal rights ac 
tivist and fomer Union minister 

Maneka Gandhi, who sent a pur 
ported video of the incident to 
SP Vineet Kumar Bansal on 

Sunday. 

1st Floor, Sahkari Bhumi Vikas Bank, College Road, Opposite 
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The video, allegedly posted 
on Instagram by the accused, 
showed him brutally beating a 
dog. He was later identified as 
one Dinesh Meena, SP Bansal 
said. 
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Ram, this is my resolve" 
Ahuja, the former MLA from 

Alwar's Ramgarh, went to the temple on Monday and sprin kled Gangajal inside. Later, he said Sunday's consea nsecration cere moy had some "visangati" (er ror) as "those who challenged the existence of Lord Ram were invited". He referred to the 
vited Congress leaders as "sin 

e in 
ners and demons". 

"Mandiron ko KO apavitra mat karo (Don't desecrate teiples). This is a Lord Shri Ram temple at whose feet I have sprinkled GangajalWIy Gangajal? Because 
some impure people came." 
Asked about Jully, he said, "l won't make my mouth dity or impure by taking their names, jo bhi 
honge (whoever that might be). 

Jully said., The statement of 
senior BJP leader Shri Gyandev 
Ahuja is indicative of the BJP's 
mentality towards Dalits. I had 
raised the voice of Dalits in the 
Assembly and talkedabout run 
ning a campaign against un 

Rajasthan's Opposition 
Leader Tikararm Jully (right) at 

Ram Tenple on Sunday. ENS 

44/2022 )HR T- 10.s526 t H 

tality is that because l arn a Dalit, 
touchability, but the BJ's men 
they are talking about washing the temple with Gangajal if I go to the temple. This is not only an attack on my faith but also a 
statement promoting a crime 
like untouchability." 

1st Floor. Sahkari Bhumi Vikas Bank, College Road, Opposite 
Police Line, District- Nagaur 341001 email:rorpcb.nagaur@gmail.com 

The Congress, meanwne: 
announced a protest in. 
district headquarters on Tuesday. 
"Does the BIP hate Dalits so much 
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BHOPAL 

that it cannot even see us per 

lorming puja? Do only BÊP lead 

ers have the right over God? The 

Chief Minister (Bhajan Lal 

Sharna) and the BJP state presi 

dent (Madan Rathore) should 
t the 

clarify whether they support t 

KOLKATA 

that temples should 
bd with CGangajal when 

Dalits visit them" Jully said. 

MOHALI 

Jully is a three-time MLA 

from Alwar Rural, having been 
elected in 2008, 2018 and 2023, 

and is considered close to 

Tirupati for the academic session of 2025-26. 

Congress general secretary and 
Tormer Union minister litendra 
Singh. Before becoming an MLA, 
he was Alwar Zila Pramukh in 

2005-08. 
He was then. 
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Minister ofState andotven muul 
tiple portfolios in the third Ashok 
Gehlot government (2018-23). 
before being promoted as 
Cabinet Minister for Social 
Justice and Empowerment as 
well as Jails in Novermber 2021. 
Ahuja, who has roots in the RSS, 
is also a three-time MLA, from 

1st Floor, Sahkani bnum 
Police Line, District- Nagaur 

as a 

"Such narow-Imindedness is 

not acceptable in a civilised so 

ciety in the 21 st century. It can 
be condemned enough. 

not 
Does the Rajasthan CM and the 

state president of BJP agree Witn 

this behaviour of their senior 

leader? Will BIP take action 

against its leader for this disgust 

ing act?" Gehlot asked. 
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Alwar's Ramgarh, and was last 

elected inz0ablot. Congre 

state president Govind Singh 

Dotasra, and several Ote 
Congress MLAs, leaders 

workers lashed out at Ahuja over 

his actions. Gehlot said that 

Ahuja's actions "show the ill-will 
s Dalits". of BJP towards I 

Rank Callege Road, Opposite 
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Former 

Dotasra said,"Ihe heart ofBJP 

is filled with ill-will, hatred and 

jealousy towards Dalits... The in 

sulting statenent and disgusting 

actofformer BÊP MLA Gyandev to 

wards Tika Ram Jully ji is highly 
condemnable. Be it a Dalit, a 

famer, a woman, a labourer_wy 

does the BPhate them so much?" 
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